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THE EGYPTIAN PROSECUTION’S ROLE IN
PROMOTING THE RULE OF LAW
THE EGYPTIAN CONSTITUTION IDENTIFIES THE ROLE
AND FUNCTIONS OF THE PROSECUTION, UNDER
ARTICLE 189 OF CHAPTER III OF PART V, ENTITLED
"THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY", AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF
THE JUDICIARY, RESPONSIBLE FOR INVESTIGATING,
PRESSING CHARGES AND PROSECUTING ALL CRIMINAL
CASES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW.
PROSECUTION
PLAYS
PIVOTAL
ROLE
IN
STRENGTHENING THE RULE OF LAW BY ENSURING ITS
EFFECTIVE AND EQUAL APPLICATION TO ALL IN
NEUTRAL
AND
INDEPENDENT
MANNER
IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES AND
CHANNELS ESTABLISHED BY LAW.

The Egyptian prosecution is responsible for
investigations and prosecutions, through the
collection of evidence, in preparation for trial;
initiation of criminal proceedings; reviewing
court orders and judgements and its
enforcement or appeal, as the case might be,
before the courts of appeals or the court of
cassation.
The Egyptian public prosecution is carried out
by Justice Nabeel Ahmed SADEK, the
PROSECUTORGENERAL , who is selected by
the Supreme Judicial Council. Mr. ProsecutorGeneral enjoys full administrative, functional
and financial independence from any other
authority

IMPORTANCE OF MUTUAL LEGAL
ASSISTANCE
Rendering legal assistance in criminal matters is very crucial
especially with respect to the provision of evidence(s) necessary
for prosecution and trial of felon(s) especially in transnational
crimes;
Mutual legal assistance is rendered through the judicial
cooperation mechanisms, in accordance with the legal
framework in force in the Arab Republic of Egypt, and within the
framework of the international instruments and the rule of law,
whether in formal or informal channels; i.e. through the Egyptian
Ministry of Justice as the central authority or through the
diplomatic channel via the Ministry Foreign Affairs.

Mutual legal Assistance Requests
(MLA)
DEFINITION:
MLA can be defined as a

”Request of legal assistance that is made by
the authority, in charge of investigation and gathering evidences,
through the legal designated channels and under certain procedures.
Assistance shall be in the course of criminal action(s).The state
making the request is referred to as the ‘requesting state’, whilst the
state to whom the request is made is the ‘requested state’”.
Mutual legal assistance is designed for the gathering of evidence for
criminal matters, service of legal document(s), seizure of objects,
having access to banking records or any other documents that help in
reaching the truth; giving sufficient evidences to prove or dismiss the
crime; attributing criminal liability to person(s); or acquitting
person(s) [in a way that promotes the rule of law by revealing the
truth].
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Informal cooperation Routes for MLA
ROUTE I: Conclusion of MOUs with counterpart Prosecutors and
concerned international organizations.
The Egyptian Prosecution entered into several bilateral memoranda of
understanding with counterpart prosecution offices in:
AFRICAN STATES (South Africa – Angola – DRC – Zambia – Rwanda –
Mozambique)
EUROPEAN STATES: (France – Italy – Spain – Hungary – Croatia – Cyprus –
Russian Federation – Portugal – Greece – Belgium)
ASIAN STATES: (China-South Korea-Bahrain-United Arab Emirates (Emirate of
Dubai)
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS : UNODC & UNCEIF
AIMING AT
PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION MECHANISMS , AND THE
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND BEST PRACTICES ON THE COMBAT
AGAINST CRIMES

ROUTE I: Conclusion of MOUs (Cont’d
Scope of Memoranda of understanding:
MOUs aim at the exchange of legal information between the contracting
States, its legislation and procedures relevant to law enforcement on
matters falling within the competence of the parties; the exchange of
international expertise; and consultation on the preparation, drafting and
evaluation of MLAs and extradition requests, for all cases of transnational
nature to include transnational organized crime, in all its forms, trafficking
in human beings, smuggling of migrants, drug trafficking, illegal trade in
cultural property, cybercrimes, corruption, money-laundering, terrorism
and its financing, and violence against women and children.
Operationalization of MOU: it is ensured through direct contact
between prosecution offices, the exchange of official and informal visits,
and paying invitation to the counterpart prosecutions to participate in the
organized events to include workshop and conferences.
The effectiveness of MOU: it opens channels for dialogue with
contracting states, bridges the different points of view, and gives access to
understand the different legal systems.

THE EGYPTIAN EXPERIENCE IN PROMOTING THE RULE OF
LAW THROUGH GOING INTO MEMORANDUMS OF
UNDERSTANDING:
The legal procedures taken by the Egyptian
Public Prosecution succeeded in
the
extradition of the fugitive Egyptian
national, whom charged of hijacking the
Egyptian aircraft, subject matter of case no.
4170 of the year 2016 Amreya II felonies,
and
fled
to
Cyprus.
Attained success is as a result of a series of
meetings held between the Egyptian
Prosecutor-General and his Cypriot
counterpart
to
operationalize
the
memorandum of understanding, the
exchange of memoranda in this regard and
the enforcement of the ruling given by the
supreme court of Cyprus on the approval of
the Egyptian request of the extradition

ROUTE II: ACCESSION OF THE EGYPTIAN PROSECUTION
TO THE AFRICA PROSECUTORS ASSOCIATION (APA)
• Egyptian Prosecution believes in the important role the APA Africa
Prosecutors Association plays in the promotion of the rule of law
among the member states through opening up channels of
dialogues among the officials of the member states and
organization of events, at which APA gives priority, most notably
the annual general conference;
• In this belief, the Egyptian Prosecution hosted the Twelfth Annual
Conference in November of last year;
• The Egyptian Prosecution hosted as well the meeting of the
Strategic and Executive Committee of APA
in March 2017;
• The Egyptian Prosecution is looking forward
to increase the effectiveness of the role
of APA at the international level.

ROUTE III: ORGANIZATION
REGIONAL CONFERENCES

of

INTERNATIONAL

AND

• Justice Nabeel Ahmed SADEK, representing the Egyptian Prosecution,
is keen on holding international and regional conferences with a view
to promote the rule of law and open up window for the invited
counterparts to meet and consult on issues of mutual interest.
- International conferences offer The Egyptian Prosecution an
opportunity to showcase its legal system and its characteristics; its
full commitment to the international instruments and the guarantees
contained therein; its respect for and promotion of human rights
within a comprehensive and integrated legal approach.

- International conferences offers as well a platform for serious
dialogue, learning and exchange of best practices among the invited
prosecutors, in a way that contributes to the enrichment of the legal
thinking.

Africa-Europe Conference on International Judicial
Cooperation in Investigation and Prosecution of Human
Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling
September 2018
• This Conference was held, in the Sharm el Sheikh, under the
auspices of Justice Nabeel Ahmed SADEK, in his capacity as
the vice president of the Africa Prosecutors Association (APA),
in cooperation with UNODC.
• It convened in the presence of members of 26 African and
European countries, and representatives of international and
regional organizations to include the African Union, the
European Union, INTERPOL, UNODC, IOM, UNCIEF, and
NAPTIP;
• Participants to the Conference discussed mechanisms to
foster judicial cooperation among the participated African and
European states on Investigation and Prosecution of Human
Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling

• In closing, the Conference issued Sharm el Sheikh Declaration
that adopted earlier recommendations and declarations given by
the APA most notably the 2017 Cairo Declaration;
• Participating countries suggested the continuation of convening
this Conference in Egypt, on annual basis, as a platform brings
the African and European prosecutors together on a regular
basis.
• Alongside the conference, a memorandum of understanding was
concluded between the Egyptian Prosecution and its counterpart
in Mozambique.
• Based on the success attained in the 1st conference, with the
support and auspices of the Egyptian Prosecutor General, the
Egyptian Prosecution has started the preparations for the second
" Africa-Europe Conference on International Judicial Cooperation
in Investigation and Prosecution of Human Trafficking and
Migrant Smuggling. It is scheduled to be held in Sharm el Sheikh
City, during the first quarter of next year 2019. Prosecutor
General will extend fully-funded invitation to all APA African
member states to participate in that Conference.

ROUTE IV: ORGANIZATION OF SPECIALIZED WORKSHOPS
AND TRAINING COURSES
• The Egyptian Prosecution, under the support of the Egyptian
Prosecutor-General, organizes specialized workshops and
training courses for prosecutors from APA countries.
• Such specialized training workshops open a window to
understand the legal systems of the African states in a way
that gives access for mutual legal assistance requests and
the promotion of the rule of Law.
• Workshops and training courses gives a chance as well to
make a comparison between the different legal systems, with
a view of the harmonization of legal concepts and sound
understanding of the legal systems upon which it is drafted.
• The Egyptian Prosecution organized five specialized training
workshops, on the fight against illegal immigration and
human trafficking, through which invitations were extended
to 23 members from 15 African states that are members of
APA.

ROUTE V: PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS AND
EVENTS & ORGANIZATION of BILATERAL MEETINGS
•

•
•

•
•

The Egyptian Prosecutor- General, headed the Egyptian
delegation in the ninth session of the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, held from15 to 19
October 2018, in Vienna, and made the statement of the
Arab Republic of Egypt therein.
As well , Justice Prosecutor General participated in the
19th International Forum for Prosecutors, in Lisbon,
Portugal, from 2 to 4 October
The Egyptian Prosecutor General participated as well in
the International conference on combating the financing
of Daesh and Al-Qaeda – No Money for Terror, held in
Paris, France, on 25-26 April 2018 under an initiative of
the French President Macron;
The Egyptian Prosecutor General took part also in the 1st
Euro Med Forum of the Prosecutors General, held in
Madrid from 23 to 25 January 2018
The Egyptian Prosecutor General participated in the
seventh session, held in Vienna, from 6 to 10 November
2017, of the Conference of the States Parties to the United
Nations Convention against Corruption.

-

The Egyptian Prosecutor-General participated in the 22nd
IAP Annual Conference, in September 2017, held in
Beijing, China.

-

Within the framework of the exchange of bilateral visits,
the
Egyptian
Prosecutor-General
met
some
of
prosecutors- general to include his French and Saudi
counterparts.

-

The Egyptian Prosecutor-General met with many
representatives of international organizations such as the
Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime UNODC, the director of the Counter-Terrorism
Committee Executive Directorate and the Vice-President of
the Chinese Law Society.
Participation in these events and the exchange of visits
resulted in the promotion of informal cooperation between
the Egyptian prosecution and its counterparts in the
countries of the world, on the one hand, and the relevant
international bodies, on the other hand.

-
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